HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL
 Minutes February 11, 2010
 Present at this meeting: 
Tori Bacal, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Miri Fleming, Cyndi Dwyer, Maryanne Mott, Carol Galland, Diana Robinson, Niki Moore, Kayla Stowell, Brenda Dinius, Ron Marlin, Millie Polewytewa, and Julie Stewart.
Guest Speakers: Patricia Dienz High School Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Tina Isaac Principal of Palo Verde High School, Don Calhoun Principal of Naylor Middle School, Jack Drapper Teacher at Naylor Middle School

I. Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Mrs. Bacal.
II. Reports 
A. Today’s site council was a special informational meeting in regards to up and coming changes to the school for the parents and the Howenstine community.  The meeting began by introductions of invited guest and site council members. 
B. A motion to approve minutes from January by Mrs. Bacal, seconded by Mrs. Mott. (MSA)

C.  Mrs. Bacal reviewed today’s agenda and introduced today’s guest speakers in the order they would present.

1. Patricia Dienz High School Assistant Superintendent. Mrs. Dienz discussed recent news regarding what’s happening with TUSD schools. Mrs. Dienz spoke about School Improvement Grants and School being identified as Tier Two Schools. Howenstine has been identified as a Tier II school. Under school improvement grant, there are four models: Turnaround Model, the Restart Model, School Closure, and the Transformation Model. (See attached handouts for more specific details) At this time Howenstine will have to choose one of the four models mentions. The following questions were asked:                                                      Staff; What if the Howenstine community doesn’t want the grant or to participate in the process? Parent; why were we not told about the school merger earlier? School Counselor; was concerned about why student graduation rate information not being accurate and why? Parent; voiced their concern about Howenstine population and stated that merging with a larger high school would be a mistake. Teacher asked; how would close Howenstine be a benefit to the students with special needs? Parent; agreed with counselors in regard to putting out accurate information about Howenstine.  Parent; why are we having this   conversation if the information is not correct? Parent; stated that five of her seven children graduated from Howenstine and are now in college.  Student; why are we just now hearing about a school merger? Parent; of a special education child, would like Howenstine to stay open because of accessibility reasons. Parent; mentioned that their child choose to be at Howenstine.                                                                                                  Mrs. Dienz’s closing remarks—“this is the information from the state and this is what I have at this point in time. There are four different models to choose from”.
2. Dr. Tina Isaac Principal of Palo Verde High School. Dr. Isaac extended an invitation to all interested individuals who would like to tour Palo Verde. She stated that that the enrollment is presently low. The following questions were asked:  Student; are there accommodations for special education students?  Parent; what is the size of Palo Verde? Teacher; committed, that we should keep what we have for the kids sake.  Parent asked; what is the ratio of teachers per student? (25/1) the parent also proposed that we not merge or close Howenstine.  Student; spoke in support of their support for Howenstine. Student; was concerned that their grade would not be great at another school. Dr. Isaac spoke about the Palo Verde Magnet Program and presented a video about the school.
3. Don Calhoun Principal of Naylor Middle School. Mr. Calhoun stated his shared concerns about the possible school merger process and how information changes from to day.  Naylor has twenty-one empty classrooms. Naylor went from the title of a Failing to a Performing Plus School. If there is a merger, staff there will not have to be RIFT’s. Naylor is a Title I school. The following questions were asked:                              Parent; why pick Howenstine to merge with? Why didn’t you choose another School? Parent; how can you keep the school populations separate? The High school/ Middle school? Parent; how does Naylor community feel about the merger? Parent; are you concerned about having more special education student in the building?( this question was also address to Palo Verde) Student; voiced their concern about mixing Middle school and high school students together. Student; spoke in support of Howenstine. Parent; spoke out about her concern about the school Budget. Mr. Calhoun spoke in general terms about the budget at Naylor and the reality about school funding.

4. Patricia Dienz spoke for the district and stated that, a merger is the school/ and parent decision! Mrs. Dienz agreed that accurate information is needed. The State is considering more budget cuts. If two schools consider a merger, the two sites do keep their budgets, Special education is a separate budget, and Desecration is a separate budget. The following question was asked; because Howenstine doesn’t have a principal, who will support us? Answer; Mrs. Dienz and Mrs. Fleming will support Howenstine.
5. Jack Drapper Teacher at Naylor   Mr. Drapper spoke about his building construction program and the positive aspects about Naylor.
III. Call to the Audience

Cynthia Cruz- read a statement and spoke about her support for Howenstine he   also suggested that Howenstine become a Charter School.

Mary L. Perdoma- A parent of a special education student expressed her support in keeping Howenstine open.
Geraldine Gullen- A concerned student read a statement of support, and requested that she be able to continue to be a student at Howenstine.

Niki Moore – a concerned student, spoke about her preference of being at a smaller school like Howenstine.

Andrew Marlin- a student spoke about the size and the safety at Howenstine.

Celia Reyes- a parent spoke about her shy child and how he has grown more confident at Howenstine.
Rob Armemtrout- A concerned parent spoke about son’s improvement, and stated that to get the data right.

George Sabin- a teacher, stated that be prepare, Howentine is a performing plus school, that he is disappointed in the leadership team, and those we need to fix this.

Danny L Stenner- Concerned parent predicted that all schools will be changed into Charter schools and does not want this to happen.

Loura Fircher- Concerned parent said all students at Howenstine are special. Loura is very concerned about data not being correct and about incorrect information getting out to students. 
Paul Sherman- Concerned parent, stated that it’s all about money and it’s squeezing the special education students and the poor. This is not fair and I will file litigation if the change happens.

Ms. Corranco- Concerned parent, said daughter needs a school like Howenstine. Smaller campus and she will do what ever it takes to keep the school open.
Jack Friedman- concerned parent/ retired special education teacher, said Howenstine was a perfect fit for his kids.

Victor Martinez- tenth grade student was concerned about special education students.

Raul Reyes- Concerned teacher was concerned about mis-information about the merger. 

Chris Hixon- former student (class of 2005) spoke about the Howenstine community in highest regard. He stated that the school should remain small.
Betty Goodman- concerned parent of seven children, five of which graduated from Howenstine. She loves the small size and the school.

Millie Polewytewa- concerned grand-parent, retired principal, and site council member wants to keep Howenstine as it is. If we need to the school open we will do what ever it takes! Mr. Hart was the best principal.

Robert Guiesie- concerned student wants to keep the school open and not moved. 

IV. Mrs. Bacal that the discussion be continued at the next meeting, Ms. Alabi-Isama seconded (MSA) Mrs. Mott motioned to close the meeting, Mrs. Stewart seconded. (MSA)
IV. The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
Next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 18, at 3:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted,
Tempest Alabi-Isama
