HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL
 Minutes February 18, 2010
 Present at this meeting: 
Tori Bacal, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Miri Fleming, Cyndi Dwyer, Maryanne Mott, Carol Galland, Diana Robinson, Niki Moore, Gabriel Lucien, Brenda Dinius, Millie Polewytewa, and Julie Stewart.
Guest Speaker: David Scott, Director of Accountability and Research

I. Meeting was called to order at 3:10 pm by Mrs. Bacal.
II. Reports; Three issues up for discussion:

Guest speaker Q/A

Continued discussion about School Merger

Voting on School Merger and Intervention Model Vote 
David Scott, the Director of Accountability was present today to answer questions. 
*David stated that Howenstine has been identified as one of the states low achievement schools.
*Howenstine will need to hire a principal before the process begins

*Parent had a question; what is the difference between the Intervention models?

Parent had a question and made a committed; what should we change the focus of  Howenstine to? It seems as though it would be a waste of time, we need more than guidelines.
*A teacher asked, will all staff be fired? A DIT process should not be allowed!

*A parent was pleased with the teacher’s comment.

* A  student asked, what is DIT ?
*A parent asked why were the special education students included with the AIMS test scores? Answer; all students are included under the no child left behind model.
*Parent voiced concern that even with the transformation, what is going to happen with the special education students?  
*Special education teacher from Robison elementary spoke about his concerns about the Howenstine site being closed .Robison is one of seven schools who utilize the pool at Howenstine and he requested that the school stay open for the student’s sake.

*Concerned parent, Jack F. spoke about his concern with the lack of paper towels at Howenstine ,and the former principal not adding enough supplies into the budget.

* Former student (class of 04), stated his concern about how would the two models help the special education students? David answered that there have to be reasonably expectations, if we work toward higher expectations.
*Special Education chair, asked why is the state department expecting special education students whose only response would be eye gaze to perform at higher levels when they can’t

* Parent spoke about her concern about why she shoes (H) is because of it s size.
*Teacher Comment- we need to have focus  (the school’s closure has been a distraction. There is a lot of opportunity w/ the transformation model. This might be an opportunity for more challenges (educational)

*Site Council Member site stated that due to her research Howenstine is listed as a performing school and not under performing. David said that due to the formulated that Howenstine is low performing (last year’s scored 07/08/09) 

*Site Council Member spoke about change in the focus how set is the state position on Howenstine changing the focus? David said, he wanted to see more accountability w/ teachers

* Student- commented on how Howenstine  has great teachers who enforce the rules and give F’s and there for making the teacher appear that students are not achieving in class. 

*Parent concerned about Howenstine closing . Will do whatever it takes of special education student alternative AIMS

*Miri Answered Special Ed has a broad range of ability.

*Site Council member: with Transformation model/ turnaround model is the evaluation the same w/ process?

* Parent commented about her concern about school in schools in Tucson compared to schools in all of Arizona.

* Special Ed teacher asked who would make the decision about who will hire teachers back/ what about the teachers who are not returning. Student commented that she likes all the staff.

*Former Student really wants all teachers to return

*Where do we go from here? Which model?

* Parent responded about the David job: site council needs to update our website.

*Parent  asked why they didn’t get any information

*Miri spoke about why and how we have the representatives who are the voice. Parent input goes through to council.
* Parent commented that part of the problem is having the rules/ regulations or having to choose from four models. And if the teachers are going to be judged based on student achievement , most teachers are not going to want to stay.

*Former Student (’06) stated that it was fun to see how the school has changed (student support)

*Site Counsel Member asked the question, how and  who will decides who will get the money? David answered- There will  be a criteria for the process. You can apply for 2 million a year for the school. Does it depend on the idea and the cost of the idea?
* Miri stated that the ideas have to based on research also not just the idea or model etc.. Also, school will be based on student numbers. Howenstine was given  very little time to make the decision.
*  The school Nurse stated there is no standardized test/ one thing which was learned to accept all people.
*School Counselor stated that someone with the site council needed to keep the parents informed.


* Parent stated that we need to make a decision so we know what to do for next year.


* Parent asked when this would all take place.


* David stated that we don’t have a timeline.


* A question was asked about the two chosen models.


*Tori stated that we have to be ready before the board.

*Mott mentioned that we vote to stay at Howenstine or merger 2nd
Cynthia motioned to table due to not having enough information. Tori stated that we will have to try to find better ways to keep informed.
III. The Votes:


X  To Stay at Howenstine 10 


To Merge  0

  
Type of Intervention Model:


X Transformation  10


Turnaround  0


Restart  0


School Closure  0

I, Tempest,  motioned that the vote be accepted.  Mrs. Polewytewa  2nd.  MSA
IV. The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
Next meeting, will be held on Thursday, March 11, at 3:00 PM . The discussion about the budget will begin.
Respectfully submitted,
Tempest Alabi-Isama
