HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL

 Minutes 
Thursday, September 9, 2010 
I. Meeting was called to order at 3:00pm.
Present at this meeting: 

Tori Bacal, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Maritza Nunez, Cyndi Dwyer, Carol Galland, Diana Robinson, Brenda Dinius, Julie Stewart, Millie Polewytewa. Guest Present: Community Representative German Quiroga, Linda Campbell, Joann G. Roadman, Jamila Sanchez, Alicia Engelstad, and Chuck Sillence.
II. Minutes were reviewed and approved from August 12, 2010.

III. Committee Reports:

a. Principal:  
A stricter dress code will be enforced due to the colors students are wearing signifying gang affiliations. A One Color Rule may be adapted. Site Counsel may have to make the final decision/ and or policy in this matter. Because the school has been targeted for two weeks in a row for School Tagging, which was identified as gang tagging, the justification for a One Color Rule can be implemented as a safety issue. Tagging has always been an issue in the neighborhood.  One parent asked why is graffiti happening? Ms. Nunez response was; “maybe it is due to the fact that I am addressing the behavior issues and the dress code.”                                                                                       There was a discussion about the colors being worn by students, and the belt buckles. Question; has the dress code been successful, Mrs. Dwyer answer, no. The bigger concern is school safety, rather than dress code. It was suggested to table this issue so more research can be done. It was also recommended that students only wear Howenstine Hats and have a two item wardrobe.                                                       The North gate will be repaired. Ms. Robinson stated that there is a requisition and we are looking for a vender.                         The schools Mission statement is very generic and we will need to look at this. Including and or moving toward updates on Urban Planning and Working Sustainability.  We also want to implement a new Howenstine School Motto.        

b. Parent Teacher Committee:                                                 Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on September 15 starting at 4 to 7:30pm, set up in an arena style in the MPR.  
c. Student Council:                                                                 Slowly getting started; eight members, four grades represented. The Advisors are the Government Teacher Ms. Marvin and the Spanish Teacher Mrs. Sesteaga. We are still down a few teachers that are needed but we have to wait and see.
d. School Safety:                                                                          The Biggest concern is the broken gate. School vandalism (gang graffiti) will be taken care of right away, although the surrounding neighborhood has also been hit with this big problem as well. 

e. Honors Committee:                                                                 This year Mr. Hall will be leading the site’s National Honors Society. There will be a Seniors/Honors Night at the end of the school year.
f. Service Learning Committee:                                      Howenstine’s magnet is service learning and we are moving toward Urban Planning.                             
Mrs. Wickers is acting Business Technology CTE position. She is retired and working as a long term substitute teacher. This position is currently being advertised.                                     Mr. Sillience spoke about the Bottle Bill of 2008 initiatives and how he is implementing the bottle bill as a service learning project at Howenstine this year. Mr. Sillence feels that it would be a great opportunity to begin in a small way to be more aware of how to get on board with the Green Energy movement in Arizona.  Question; what can we do to have the Bottle Bill reinstated?   Ms. Galland spoke about the recycling issue. Each class can work toward this goal. Mrs. Bacal spoke about a grant which would support the implementation of the Bottle Bill. 
g. Staff Development:                                                                                Because Howenstine was labeled as a failing school, there will be a lot of professional development planned this year; working toward instruction/planning and delivery to help improve and raise student scores.                                                                          The District will also pay schools for students interested in taking the ACT.
h. Treasurer Report:                                                                  There are no funds presently.                                                                 Mrs. Bacal suggested that we have a tax credit flyer.
i. Parent Representative:                                                                                 Mrs. Dinius spoke about her concerns regarding Howenstine’s Website.  Is there anything that the parents can do to support with the teacher vacancies? Mrs. Nunez responded to the issues, and she is aware of the (lack of) technology and working toward solving the problem. 

j. Community Representative:                                                                 Mr. German Quiroga spoke about his Neighborhood Arts Project Goals. The goal will also include interviews with neighbors to obtain more information about the history of the area.                                                                                      There will be a Barrio Centro Fall Neighborhood Fiesta on Saturday, October 2 at Bristol Park, from 12 noon to 6 pm.                                                   

IV. Discussion/ Action Items:

a. Old Business:

b. New Business:                                                                                          
· Dress code change
· Election of new Site Council Members set for Wednesday, September 22, 2010

· Recommendation to subtract agenda items; discussing about needing all the items on the present agenda? 

· Adding agenda item k. (SCPC) School Community Partnership Council.
· When will students be issued IDs? Mrs. Bacal recommended that student wear IDs at all times when they receive them.
· School policy states that nothing be hanging out of student’s pockets, which will include IDs.

· It was also recommended that we move away from labeling Honors students.

V. The meeting adjourned at 4:30.

Respectfully submitted.

Tempest Alabi-Isama
