HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, August 12, 2010
Present at this meeting: Tori Bacal, Maritza Nunez, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Diana Robinson, Carol Galland, Brenda Dinius, and Julie Stewart. 
Guest Present: Linda Campbell, Vinca Pessarakli, and Joann Roadman 

 Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Mrs. Bacal.
I. Today’s agenda was very informal.  Elections for new officers will be held at the end of August.  Introductions were made of new principal and guests interested in joining Site Council. 
II. Reported:

A. Principal Reports-
1. There are presently 8 teacher openings, which are all covered with substitute teachers, and three of the positions are Special Ed positions.

2. Student count is presently 179.

3. Howenstine will continue the Service Learning Magnet, adding a new focus in Urban Planning. Ms. Nunez also wants to implement computer aided drafting (CAD), and eventually wind and solar planning as a component to the CTE Urban Planning curriculum.
4. This years plan for the classrooms will be full inclusion with pull outs. The expectation for students will be set at a higher level of achievement, and therefore, recognizing  prerequisite requirements. There will be more opportunities                   for exploratory learning.                                                     Ms. Galland asked; if we could look into hiring a full time reading specialist due to the high numbers of  students  with low reading skills?  Ms. Nunez response was, she is working toward having a full time Librarian at Howenstine, once we hire a Government teacher.
5. With the new vision in place, the school will begin working on revision of the Mission Statement.

III. Updates-

A. There are twelve interviews scheduled next week for teacher openings.

B. The latest information regarding the SIG grant is that the state will be held accountable.

C.  With the up and coming changes, what type of students will be the best fit for Howenstine?

D. Mrs. Galland asked/ suggested that because we have a Social Worker, would there be someone available for students with personal issues? Mrs. Nunez response was yes.

E. How will the issue of students with medical certifications be handled with those students who never come to school? Students and parents must be responsible as well as teachers completing documentation.
F. Ms. Campbell asked if,  Howenstine will continue to accept self contained students. Mrs. Nunez said as far as she knew, we would not. 

G. So far, there are twenty- three incoming freshman plus five on the list with incomplete paper work.

H. Mrs.  Roadman new to Howenstine asked if Howenstine has a School Community Partnership Council (SCPC) Representative, and said she would volunteer. 

I. Mrs. Bacal hopes that, the new Howenstine Community Representative attend Site Council meetings and PTO meetings. Also, Student Council reps should attend Site Council meetings.

J. Mrs. Dinius requested that we add a Parent Concerns to the agenda.

K. Schedule for up coming September functions:

a. Meet and Greet with Ms. Nunez-  September 2, 2010 at 6pm 

b. Parent Teacher Conferences-  September 15, 2010  4-7pm
c. Open House-  September 30, 2010   6-7:30pm

IV. Discussion / Information Items- 

a.  Mrs. Bacal proposed that we look at the bell schedule as a discussion for the next meeting.  
b. Mrs. Galland motioned that the meeting be adjourned, Mrs. Stewart second.

V. The meeting adjourned at 4:30.

Next Site Council Meeting is September 9, 2010
Respectfully submitted,
Tempest Alabi-Isama

