HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL

 Minutes December 10, 2009 
 Present at this meeting: 

Tori Bacal, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Jimmy Hart, Cyndi Dwyer, Mary Anne Mott, Carol Galland, Diana Robinson, Gabriel Lucien, Kayla Stowell, Brenda Dinius, Millie Polewytewa, Julie Stewart, Phillip Johnson.          Guests:  Tom Irwin and Robert Giese.
1. Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Mrs. Bacal.
2. Committee Reports:                                                                               a. Student Council:                                                                                     Gabriel Lucien reported first due to Frisbee match this afternoon. He  reported on the following issues: 
· Movie night will be held on December 11, at 4:00 pm.

· Howie Hut or snack bar earned a profit of $40.00.

· The school‘s new mascot is coming soon. It is a full body Hawk and the cost is $795.00.

· The Winter Formal date is set for January, 2010.

· Gabriel participated in a documentary and as a result the filming took place on Howenstine’s campus. The film is about going green. Gabe received gifts as part of his participation such as, a solar powered back pack.  
3. Minutes were reviewed and approved from November 12, 2009.  Mrs. Bacal motioned the minutes, Mrs. Stewart second.
b. Principal:                                                                                               Mr. Hart stated that the 301 Accountability Plan may have to be revised, or a writing goal may need to be added.  Howenstine will find out next Monday if the goal is approved.                                                               All schools will find out on December 15 what funds are available in the budget.                                                                                                     Pre-registration will be a big issue at all High schools. As a the results of the on-line student interests survey, more career technology and  work place technology programs will be added. The top 5 student choices are as follows: 1) Audio Visual Communications Arts, 2) Architecture and Construction, 3) Law, Public Safety and Security, 4) Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, and 5) Health Sciences. Audio Visual, more Arts and Nursing are of high interest to students. The Howenstine site will need to look at what we want to offer next year.  The new shift may begin this August or the following year. The students will be able to go on-line and pick the classes they want to take. Once the courses are chosen, the master schedule and bell schedules will be made. The focus will be on the needs of the student. There is a lot of dialogue in the district about this issue.  
Mrs. Mott asked if the courses the students are requesting will be the determinate of what they want and will get. The response was 8th grade students can pick their high school and the courses they want. The goal is to push parents to choose where they want their children to go to school.  January and February will be a crucial time when students are choosing the schools and courses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Mrs. Mott asked if Howenstine can be merged/ or absorb with another high school? The answer is yes, that would be a possibility.  One idea would be to partner w/Naylor Middle School. But at this time these are ideas at this point.  Reconstructing will be happening throughout the district.   In January, the Site Council will begin to work on the budget.                                                                                 

Mr. Hart has applied to African American Studies Department and was hired as the official new Director of Equity of African American Studies. Friday, December 18th is Mr. Harts last day and there will be an interim principal stating at Howenstine in January.    

c. Parent Teacher Committee:     Mrs. Mott reported that the Winter Festival was a tremendous success.  The PTO is doing their own fund rising and have already received donations.

d. Honors Committee: Will meet in January.

e. Service Learning:                                                                            The Habitat House was move this month.                                                          A few student and staff participated in a workshop and installation of the mural called The Kindness Corridor near the Main Gate at the University of Arizona, working with visiting mosaic artists, Isaiah Zagar from Philadelphia.  

 f. Treasurer Report:                                                                            Ms. Robinson reported that Howenstine has collected $600.00 for tax credit money.                                                                                      The Travel Group can solicit funds from tax credit moneys toward travel expenses for their up coming trip. The travel group is planning to visit Paris Florence and Venice. The Chili cook off raised $310.00.                                                        

g. Community Representative:                                                                                   Mr. Johnson reported that he did post school information about the sell of reefs and the rummage sale in the community news letter.  Mr. Johnson was wondering if any Howenstine students would be willing to provide needed community services tasks and/or projects in the neighborhood.  If interested Mr. Johnson would put the information on the neighborhood list serve. The Oktoberfest was a success.                                          
4. Discussion/ Action Items:                                                                   New Business:                                                                                     On January 13 there will be a Parent / College Night from 6:00-8 pm. 

Old Business:                                                                                        Was moved that we put the mission statement on hold.                                         Next meeting is Thursday, January 14, 2010.
5. The meeting adjourned at 4:30.

Happy Holiday’s

Respectfully submitted,
Tempest Alabi-Isama
