HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL MINUTES

September 10, 2009 

Present at meeting: Cyndi Dwyer, Diane Robinson, Millie Polewytewa, Ron Marlin, Philip Johnson, and Tori Bacal.
Guests: Brenda Dinius
1. Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm.
2. Minutes from August 13, 2009 were reviewed and approved.

3.  There was no call to the audience.
4. Committee Reports:

a. Principal:   Mr. Hart was unable to attend the meeting due to a family emergency.  We worked a little bit on the vision and mission statement. We came up with words we thought best described Howenstine such as respect, tolerance, build, communicate, home & community, accepting contribution, service learning, high expectations, and the 3 R’s rigor, relevance and relationship.  We will continue to work on this.
b. Parent Teacher Committee:  Ms. Dwyer reported for PTC and said they have limited funds forcing the committee to make cut backs on items that in the past they have usually paid for such as coffee (and everything else that goes with coffee) in the staff lounge, petty cash and items for the nurse.  Ms. Dinius suggested PTC write a letter to all parents explaining what the fees pay for and then maybe more parents would be willing to give the $20.00 annual membership dues.
c. Student Council:  Nurse Cindy and Ms. Bacal are the Student Council sponsors.  Student Council had elections and the officers and class reps are in place.  Student Council plans to be very active, involved and productive this school year.  In the future the elected officers will attend the Site Council meetings.
d. School Safety:  We have hired a new part time campus monitor.  She will start on Monday September 14, 2009.
e. Honors Committee:  Honors Committee and Student Council will have a quarterly Awards Assembly.  Ms. Dwyer suggested the assemblies be held by grade level and have the ‘houses’ compete with each other.
f. Service Learning:  This year’s bell schedule allows teachers time to plan and organize service learning projects.  The hope is each teacher will be responsible for at least 2 projects a school year.  Colleen Sand is arranging training for our new teachers.  Some of Howenstine’s senior class along with some Student Council members volunteered on Friday September 11th for the National Day of Service by walking to Robison Elementary School and working with, and mentoring elementary school children.  It was a great way for Howenstine to kick off our focus on service learning. 
g. Staff Development:  Our English teacher Ms. Blum is coordinating and assisting faculty with the TAKE ONE! Portfolio process which is the first step for teachers to become nationally board certified.  Other faculty is working either in a team with common goals or individually on their professional growth plan.  
h. Treasurer:  Ms. Robinson reported we do have some tax credit monies in our account.  However the money must be spent on after school activities by our students.  Since Howenstine doesn’t have an after school sports program, usually tax credit money is ear marked for a specific club.
5. Discussion/Action Items

a. Old Business: We need to follow up on the Mid Valley Athletic Club’s donation of weight room equipment.  Our PE coach Mr. Smith would like to see small weights in the weight room.  He estimated the cost to be around $1200.  We need to also follow up on getting either a Spanish teacher and/or a dance teacher for 5 and 6 periods.  At this point into the school year, the teacher would have to begin next semester.

b. New Business:  Site Council would like to see a bicycle safety policy in next year’s student handbook.  But the council feels it is also up to the parent to enforce the policy just like for example, wearing a seat belt.  
c. Items for Next Agenda:  Ms. Polewytewa suggested we have photo’s taken of Site Council members and post them next to the minutes on the Site Council board.   We will continue to work on Howenstine’s new vision and mission statement.  Don’t forget to do your homework and bring your ideas to our next meeting.
6. Announcements: Mr. Johnson our Community Representative from the Broadmoor Neighborhood said there is a neighborhood association newsletter that Howenstine could submit information or articles to.  Howenstine would also like to participate in service learning projects in the neighborhood.
Howenstine will mail a Site Council ballot to all families for the 2 parent vacancies on the Site Council. The positions will be filled before our next meeting in October.
Site Council would like to introduce and thank its new members including Ms. Dwyer-certified member, Mr. Johnson–Community Rep., Gabriel Lucien-Student Council president and Chris Rodriguez-Student Council secretary.  We’d also like to thank the parents and staff who are returning to their 2nd year (and more) Ms. Polewytewa, Mr. Marlin, Ms. Alabi-Isama, Ms. Mott, Ms. Galland, and Ms. Robinson. Finally I’d like to thank our guest parent Ms. Dinius for coming to our meeting.  Let’s make this the best Site Council year ever!!
7. Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm.

The next Site Council Meeting will be held on Thursday October 8, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Tori Bacal
