HOWENSTINE HIGH MAGNET SCHOOL
SITE COUNCIL

 Minutes October 8, 2009 
 Present at this meeting: 

Tori Bacal, Tempest Alabi-Isama, Jimmy Hart, Diana Robinson, Mary Anne Mott, Carol Galland, Gabriel Lucien, Brenda Dinius,  Millie Polewytewa, Julie Stewart, Phillip Johnson, Noreen O’Slea Mc Donald, and Corrine Blum.

1.     Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Mrs. Bacal.

2.     Introductions were made.

3.     Next week, pictures will be taken of Site Council members.

4.     Minutes were reviewed and approved from September 2, 2009.

5.     Committee Reports:                                                                                           a. Principal: Last year’s 301 goals review and an introduction was presented to group; last year’s goals, there was a 10% increase in math and reading scores and we did not reach the goal. Mr. Hart is working toward receiving 301 stipends, although we did not reach our goal.  This year, presently working toward new goal, which is still on the drawing board. This year’s 301 goal will focus on Service Learning, and student achievement.  The second option for this years 301 goal will focus on 9th and 10th graders toward being more engaged in school. Staff development will no longer be “one size fits all”. This year, there are five teachers working toward National Board Certification which will impact student achievement, and nine teachers participating in, Take One. Mrs. Blum acting teaching coach for NBPTS, candidates will have two planning periods to ward supporting teachers. Student discipline - will move toward Restrictive Student Discipline Plan. 

b.     Parent Teacher Committee:  Mrs. Mott reported the up coming events dates; PTO meetings for the remainder of the year semester are as followed, 10/22, 11/05, and 12/19  The Rummage Sale, November 21, 7am- 1pm, and The Winter Arts Festival on December 3.

c.     Student Council: Gabriel Lucien reported that student council will be sponsoring a fall festival Dance on October 29, from 7- 11pm. They request that all costumes for the dance are school appropriate. The parking spaces fund raiser has started and student council is asking teacher to sponsor the fund raiser. There are also plans to have an after school snack bar. Also plans to start a student faculty basketball game. The student council members went to Robison Elementary School to read to kids on National Service Day.

d.     School Safety: Mr. Hart talked about hiring an additional school monitor. There is problem with traffic backup, entering and exiting on Tucson Blvd. front entrance. This will be a new agenda idem. Mr. Hart also discussed a concern about an organization which is recruiting teens to begin a thief ring.    

e.      Honors Committee: It was recommended that student’s be recognized by their house. Mr. Hart concern is that the student’s be recognized more often, so that student’s see their achievements.

f.       Service Learning Committee: SLC met today to discuss 301 goals. Mr. Reyes dropped off a large donation of food at World Care.

g.     Staff Development: Need to identify what teachers are doing what types of professional development training.

h.     Treasurer Report: This is the time to send out flyers for tax credit funding. Tax credit funds can be used for after school activities. Question; is there a way that the funds can be used to purchase weight equipment.
6.     Discussion/ Action Items:

a.      Old Business:

        Desert Sports Fitness donated weight room equipment to Howenstine.

        The school mission and vision need to be revisited. Need to create a set of values as an organization. The homework for site council members will be to continue to look at a new mission statement.

        Ms. Galland asked the question addressed to student council; how they will get the information out to parents and where is a good place to get feed back? The answer, publish to Howenstine’s web page, or by inviting parents to site council meetings.

b.     New Business:

        It was proposed to schedule an evening program having a parent night meeting, on a Wednesday, or a Saturday, starting at or 5:00 or 5:30.

        An idea was proposed to begin weekend dinners at Howenstine, and Saturday breakfast. Sub-committee was formed to plan the weekend dinners. The following members volunteered to plan; Jimmy Hart, Gabriel Lucien, Julie Stewart, and Noreen O’Shlea McDougal sign on for the task. Date for the meeting pending.

c.     Items for next Agenda: Emergency meeting scheduled Next Thursday, October 15. Question: Who received the votes for … Julia Stewart and Brenda Dinius.

7.     Announcements: Mr. Hart needs to review Site Council Bylaws.

8.     The meeting adjourned at 4:30.

Respectfully submitted,
Tempest Alabi-Isama

